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Dear Donna,

A belated congratulations to IJA’s new
editor!THE IJA NEWLETTER IS PUBLISHED BY

THE INTERNATIONAL JUGGLERS ASSOCIATION

@>tsn-ERNATIONAL JUGGLERS ASSOCIATION IS7B
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

by UA membarahip

...A letter from Bobby Menary of
Cookstown, County Tyrone, Ireland, asks a question
perhaps some reader can answer. He writes," I once
met a lady juggler called Veronica Martell. She star
red in the film, “The Greatest Show on Earth”. She
was on a visit to Ireland and at present lives in New
York City, I believe. What I want to know is if she is

related to Anita Martell. I also have a clipping about
Rita Martell. Any relation? Does anyone have a cur
rent address for Veronica Martell?”

Jug Jugglcson writes:" Dear Roger, This gal
Donna looks like she is going to put real class in
them newsletters like I done when I was writing for

the Bulletins but I gotta question to ask as I see she

is a English teacher and knows how to juggle the
words, ha, ha. After doing my sensational eight club
shower I sometimes drop them all. What I want to
know is do the clubs lay on the floor or lie on the
floor.”

Please send news items to:
Newsletter Editor

DONNA DiMEO

40 E. Village Green
Budd Lake. N. J. 07828

Send membership Inquiries to.
Secretary

Mary Wilkins Wisser
839 Lenz Drive

Anaheim, CA 92805

ART br R. LEITH

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Donna,

We of Northern New England are proud to
announce the formation of the University of New
Hampshire Juggling Club!
The UNHJC meets every Wednesday from 7:30 p.m.
until everyone gets juggle-tired and wrist-sore in the

Memorial Union Building on campus. Roughly ten to
twenty (how rough can you get?) beginning and in
termediate jugglers gather weekly to share tricks,

get newcomers started, and work on partner and for
mation patterns and passes; some compatriots use
the time to try out clubs, rings, scarves and a variety

of auxiliary juggling “junk”, or to perfect numbers
cascades or solo routines. Whatever the motive, by
the conclusion of the night’s workouts, we’re all feel
ing good about ourselves, each other, and juggling.

The club is anxiously looking forward to per
forming in local streets, pubs, malls -both for our
own egos and for the sake of spreading the Juggle
Bug to the rest of the Scacoast area; we’re also hop
ing to attend, cn masse, as many regional IJA con
ventions as wc hear about, as well as the national

convention next summer to meet and juggle with the
rest of the juggling world.

For the record, the club officers are:

Paul Baur, Bureaucrat

Guy Livolsi, Vice-Bureaucrat
Bruce Johnson, Mastcr-at-Hands

(not to mention your truly). Anyone interested in
joining us for our very informal get-togethers (if we

were more informal wc wouldn’t even get together)!
can write us at this address (or can call me - I’m

listed on the IJA roster under the pseudonym of
David Levesque, phone 603-431-1835):

UNH Juggling Club
Student Activities Office

Roger Montandon
P.6. Box 711
Bixby, OK 74008

Ed. note: In reply to the perennial lie-lay question
posed by Mr. Jugglcson, the answer is that clubs lay,
and people lie.

Dear Friends,

...To introduce myself, aside from my of
ficial title mentioned below, I am a member of the

local Strombolis, a loosely-knit family of jugglers
whose only relation is the motivation to make balls
dance. We meet ever>' day at noon and/or sunset to
share with, learn from, and teach each other our

favorite pastime.
The purpose of this letter is to invite you and

your friends to our community on Sunday, April
Fool’s Day, 1979. That is the date of our third annual
“Juggler’s Convention”, a popular tradition for
novice and expert jugglers alike. It’s a contagious
hobby, so by the day’s end our whole town is bobbing
with the passing of spheres. The event will take
place in a 4 acre park, and scheduled performances
will make use of a 80’ x 15’ outdoor stage facing a
500+ capacity ampltheatre.

If your organization knows of anyone willing
to perform at this event, please have them contact
me. I hope all this sounds enticing...

Eagerly awaiting your response,
Lisa Pompa
Cultural Arts Coordinator

Isla Vista Recreation & Park District

889 Camino Del Sur

Isla Vista, CA 93017

(805) 968-8017

University of New Hampshire
Durham, NH 03884

We’ll be on the next IJA roster so we can get on all
the good mailing lists, too. You’ll be hearing more
from us, so we’ll see you around.

SQU^
Scribe, UNHJC '



TAMPA, FLORIDA: A juggling class is held at the 3
University of South Florida Campus every Thurs
day, from 6-7 p.m. in PSY 109. Ed Kosco is coor-
dinator.He can be reached at 501 116th Ave. N.

Apt. 8, St. Petersburg, FL 33702

Dear Donna,

Hi! I’m a clown with the Blue Unit of Ringl-

Ing Brothers and Barnum & Bailey Circus and have
just become a member of the IJA. Dennis Soldati in
formed me that I can place a request in the newslet
ter to have other IJA members visit me while I’m on

tour with the show. If this is possible, I would

sincerely appreciate it. I’m extremely anxious to
meet and talk with persons as wild and crazy about

juggling and performing as I am.
The Blue show will open its tour January 26.

My mailing address, as of then, will be:
Beth Ashworth

c/o RBBB Circus - Blue Unit
Clown Aliev

NEW LONDON, CONNECTICUT: I U.S. Coast Guard

Academy Third Annual Regional Juggling Con
vention on Sunday, March 4. See article
elsewhere in issue.

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: The Jugglers' Forum
and Workshop meets every Monday night, from
7:30 until 9:30 at the Variety Arts Center, 940
South Figaro Street, Los Angeles, CA 90015. The
workshop is run by Gene Jones, better known as
Geno.

1015 18th St. NW

Washington, D.C. 20036

Sincerely,
Beth Ashworth

DURHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE: The University of
New Hampshire Juggling Club meets
Wednesdays at 7:30 in the Memorial Union
Building on campus. Call David Levesque at (603)
431-1835 or write to UNH Juggling Club, Student
Activities Office, University of New Hampshire,
Durham, NH 03824.

CALENDAR

NEW YORK CITY: Every Friday a free juggling
workshop is held from 12 noon to 2 p.m. in the
basement at 74 Rector Place, behind Trinity Chur
ch, at Broadway ( nd Rector Streets. John Grimaldi
is workshop leader.

ATLANTA, GEORGIA: the AJA wil l meet on Satur

days at 4 p.m. next to the children's playscape at
Piedmont Park. Every Thursday, from 6:30 - 8 p.m.,
classes will be held at Moreland School on Euclid

Ave.
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA: Every Saturday a juggling
class meets from 10:30 a.m. unti l 5:30 p.m., in
Willard Park, on Hillegass near Derby, in front of
the flagpole. Everyone is welcome. Joining
members pay $20 for perpetual membership. Jug
glers passing through the Bay Area are encourag
ed to attend free of charge. Phone Bil l Barr at (415)
221-5191 in San Francisco for further info.

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS: Area jugglers meet

from 1 p.m. till 4 p.m. or later on Sundays, in front
of the MIT Student Center in Cambridge. In case of
inclement weather, the meeting wil l be in room
491 of the Student Center. Meetings of the MIT
Juggling Club are held Thursdays, 8-11 p.m., in
the same location. For info call Dave LeDoux at

(617) 253-7322. Visitors are welcome.
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: On the last Saturday
of every month, area jugglers meet in McArthur
Park. For more info cal l Lheith at (213) 434-6325.

MARBLEHEAD, MASSACHUSETTS: Every Thursday,
jugglers in the area get together at the Old Fire
House on School Street. Check with Eric Personn

for further info. (617) 468-3214

MAINE: The Maine Jugglers Association meets

every week at a different location. Anyone travel
ing through is welcome 24 hours a day. Call Doug
Hall for information of the latest happenings. (207)
581-7437. 32nd ANNUAL IJA CONVENTION

The IJA wil l hold its annual convention at

Hampshire College in Amherst, Massachusetts.

The convention wil l run for five days: Tuesday, Ju
ly 17, through Sunday, July 22, 1979. Convention
chairpersons are Eric Roberts and John Robertson,
149 Larch Road, Cambridge, MA 02138.

MASSACHUSEHS: The Pioneer Valley Jugglers'
Association meets Wednesday nights at 7:30 in
the basement of the University of Massachusetts
Campus Center. Call Holly Greeley at (413)
549-1067.

7cont. on p.
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you can see I’m really struggling to keep them up
there. I made one or two passes with them. I couldn’t

do anything too much with it. But it was my father’s
program - always keeping me at things I could just
barely do. Therefore what I did learn was that much
easier. I think that’s why I advanced so quiekly. My

dad says I was a pretty good listener. The mind Just
kept absorbing.”

“Up until Albert was nine,” Mr. Moreira ex
plained, “I never let him see any other jugglers. I
didn’t want him, in the back of his mind, to copy

anybody’s style. So the convention was the first time
Albert saw other jugglers.” That was the ’69 conven
tion in Los Angeles, at which Albert was awarded a
prize for doing seven rings.

Mr. Moreira told us the story behind Albert’s

career with the lee Capades. When Albert was ap
pearing at the Troplcana, at age ten, the president of

the Ice Capades came backstage and invited Albert
to audition for the show. Mr. Moreira assured him

that Albert was an excellent skater, and that they

would contact him as soon as they returned from a
well-deserved vacation. “Albert had never been on

skates!” his father laughed. But he learned quickly.
He was offered the Ice Capades contraet four weeks
later.

a
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“When Albert was in the Tropicana in Las

Vegas when he was ten years old, we used to come in
nights and I wouldn’t let him touch a prop. I’d say
‘Albert, no touching any props.’ I’d set up the props,
and they’d announce his name and he’d run on and
start his juggling aet - and never miss. You see, that
proves that a lot of it is in the head. Sometimes you
have to warm up your hands; I ean understand that.
But to go through every trick and everything like
some jugglers do, it’s because there’s an insecure
feeling. I mean, they’re nlee guys. You know,
everybody worries. I ean understand because I was
on stage myself and we always did a eouple of hand
stands first, when we first went into business. Later
on, we didn’t even bother. All we did were some
stretching exercises. That’s all that was necessary.
Because if you stretch your muscles, that’s all you
need.”

ALBERT LUCAS

I wish my father had been a juggler. If he
had been, I wouldn’t be an English teacher with one

year’s experience. I would have been juggling for
nearly twenty years by now!

Let me give you an example of what I mean.
Let’s turn to the case study labeled “Albert Lucas”.

At the age of three, Albert’s father was training him
to throw and eatch one ball. At the age of three,  I was

just learning to tie my shoelaces. Albert progressed
rapidly, and was doing five balls at five years of age.
My greatest accomplishment at age five was passing

'address and phone number” test in

kindergarten. (If the truth be known, I failed it the
first go-round.) By the ripe old age of ten, Albert was

appearing at the Tropieana Hotel in Las Vegas. I was
just granted permission to walk the dog without an
eseort.

the

When asked if he did any exercises to keep

in shape, Albert discussed his many hobbies that
help keep him fit. “Boxing really got my arms strong
this summer. And skiing - I like to raee downhill.
That strengthened my shoulders.”

Albert tapes his hands before working, out,
to prevent bruises from the constant friction of the
props. He covers each finger with white adhesive
tape, from the tip to the second joint. As he was
wrapping the tape, we discussed his props. He uses
Stu Raynolds fiberglass clubs. All the balls, tennis
rackets, beach balls, and other equipment he uses in
his aet is purehased from the local department or
sporting goods store. The reason? Theft. Too many
people want a souvenir to remember the Ice Capades
by, so it is necessary that Albert’s props be easily
replaceable. Mr. Moreira makes all of Albert’s rings
from plywood. He remarked that Albert “had been

On a chilly Friday afternoon, I played hooky
from work to learn these and other fascinating

(albeit discouraging and enviable) facts from Albert
himself, in an interview on the ice at Madison
Square Garden, where the Ice Capades show was
nearing the end of Its engagement. Albert and I were
joined by his father, Albert Moreira, IJA Historian
Dennis Soldatl, Rob Leith and Rob Wennersten of
Gemini Jugglers, and Albert’s delightful younger
brother David.

Albert recounts the beginning of his juggling career:
“At three - one ball. When I was five, I was actually

doing five balls. I remember that, beeause there was
ball for every year. When you see pictures of me.a
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used to it all his life and I can’t change him now. I

tried plastic. I was wishing, I was hoping he’d get us

ed to plastic but he can’t do it ... I think wood has
some kind of a buoyancy - that’s why I think he does

many rings. He really hasn’t gone after it. Now
he’s going - I’m sure he’ll do 12 or 14 before he
finishes now. There’s no doubt about it. I could bet

my life that he would do 14... You watch. He’ll start
practice today by throwing seven up with one hand,
or six.

so

“We have a system of learning tricks,” Mr.
Morelra continued. “We piece a trick into about ten

pieces, and then put them all together. We put two
pieces together, then put three pieces together, then
four. That’s how I got him to do numbers. I’m sure
he’ll do twelve by the time I get to Los Angeles,
which is about three or four months. Because he can

do it if he wants to. He started so young, you see.

With Albert, he knows he can juggle twelve or four
teen; he just has to get them out. And I know exactly
how I’ll do it.”

When asked if the bright stage lights ever

hampered his performance, Albert replied that he
had grown accustomed to them. He has the most
trouble with them when working with the Frisbees.
“I lose the Frisbees quite often in the spotlights. I’ve

developed radar,” he laughed. “I look where I think
they’re coming out, and I see a little motion... If you
started worrying about it every minute, it would
slowly get to you. The only thing I have them do is
shut off the fans.” He was referring to the overhead

fans that help maintain the proper temperature for
the ice.

Albert stated that “The biggest thing in per

forming is the miss. Usually when I miss, well, that’s
it; it’s gone. You know what you can do, and you like
to do your best at the appropriate time. But it doesn’t
always happen. I’ve had a very good record. I’ve

missed at any of my nine New York openings. Inever

did the Ed Sullivan show twice, in 1969. It was live. I

supposed to do six and a half minutes, but Joanwas

Rivers started running a little long. The producer
kept coming backstage to tell me - three times!
Finally Dad says, “That’s it!” But I went out there,
and I still did all my time. I think I cut into some

sponsor, but I still did all my time. They were mad,
we were mad; but it turned out all right.”

“Last year I used to keep stats on myself, on
my tricks and how many times I missed in the year;
how many shows I did without a miss. And then I
figured how many throws and catches I do in my act,
which was about 2,000.... In these two weeks here,
we’ve done twenty-three shows. I’ve only missed
twice.

Before the crowd arrived for the afternoon

performance, Albert treated us to a private show. He
demonstrated ten rings, nine rings with two others
spinning on his legs, eight rings, seven balls, five
tennis rackets, and a three club routine.Albert’s per
formance was marked by the seeming effortlessness
with which it was performed.

6i! '
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EDUCATION FORUMLUCAS continued

This is the first attempt at what I hope wil l
become a regular feature of the IJA newsletter.
Because education is such a broad term, I may

range pretty far afield. Send any ideas you may
have on educational topics to:

Dave Finnigan
P.O. Box 15519

Seattle, WA 98115

Although our attention has been drawn
toward European jugglers in the past, particularly
toward those from Eastern Europe and the Soviet
Union, some of the world's greatest "jugglery"
takes place in Asia, particularly in the Peoples'
Republic of China. With this in mind, I have begun
to explore the possibility of undertaking an educa
tional trip to the PRC to study juggling and the a
Hied arts. Anyone wishing to join in such a trip,
possibly in the fall of 1979, or Spring of 1980.
should get in touch with me immediately. Please
send along a resume and photo, so that 1 can put
together a portfolio pf potential visitors/students to

show to the Chinese Liason Office. Of course any

such trip would have to be taken at the expense of
each individual. Official IJA sponsorship and/or in
volvement can be explored separately.

If you have any pet tricks, novel uses of
standard equipment, or unique juggling moves
that you want to share with Newsletter readers,
this might be an appropriate forum in which to
present them. We may be able to help with il
lustrations and wording as well. If you come up
with any startling new teaching techniques,
please let me know about them also.

I would like to solicit your suggestions as

to appropriate topics to be addressed in this col
umn in the future. My own inclination is to deal
with the theoretical/philosophical issues surroun
ding the growing popularity of "The Juggling
Movement", as well as concrete questions about
learning specific moves, and the process of the
transfer of knowledge.

Dave Finnigan

As Albert sat on the edge of the ring cat

ching his breath, he discussed his view of his future
accomplishments. He demonstrated his technique
for releasing the hoops from his hands, which
enables him to do large numbers of rings without the
aid of a belt. “The advantage of this [technique] is I

ean do twelve and always go to a belt. Where the

disadvantage is, if you hit the belt early, where can
you go? Just more rings on the belt. So I feel it’s an

advantage, starting from the hand. It’s also my opi
nion that starting from the hand is what numbers is

all about - the preciseness required to get them up
there. But that’s just my opinion. I’m sure other peo
ple have a good argument for that, but you have to do

it any way you can get by on it.

“The only reason why I’m doing numbers is
because, well, I guess there’s a certain amount of
spinoff you get from it. I get pretty good reflexes.”

“When I do my act, I do it the best I can. I’m

always changing my act. I’m always upgrading my

act. As far as numbers go, when you start doing large
numbers in your act, you can’t come in cold turkey
like I do sometimes and just go out there. You can’t

do it! The body just - you start tearing, is what you do.

So you don’t want to do that. I haven’t reached that
point. I do seven, I might put eight in, because  I do

eight very well. I seem to have a natural ability for
even numbers. I don’t know why that is. ... I might do

twelve for the sake of doing twelve. Because my lit
tle brother’s coming up fast on me. [Laughs]. He’s
already doing seven!”

When the conversation turned to last year’s

IJA convention and the championships, Albert gave
us his opinion of the multiplex controversy: “...I feel

that individually thrown, individually caught is the
way to go. I asked Bobby May; he felt the same way.
I’ve asked a few jugglers; I think Dick Francis ex
pressed his opinion one time about that... he felt it

was more of a trick with seven balls rather than plain

juggling with seven balls.”
What does Albert plan to do in the future?

He has been with the Ice Capades for six years, hav

ing signed with them when he was twelve. His con
tract extends for another two years. And then?

“Retirement! When I’m 20 I’ll retire financially, I

guess. I’ll just juggle and go where I want to go.... I

perform [now] and don’t have much time for my jug
gling anymore.”

If my father had been a juggler, according to
Albert’s timeline I would have been retired three

years ago. Instead of writing hall passes, grading
papers, and arranging parental conferences I too
could be practicing my twelve rings sans belt. It

wouldn’t matter though; Dad started when I was six
and he hasn’t yet been able to teach me to skate.

NOTICE TO PROPMAKERS

The IJA is compiling a list of propmakers, which will be sent

out to new members. If you would like to be included in this

flyer please send your name, address, a short description of

your equipment, and other pertinent information to Donna

DiMeo, IJA Newsletter Editor 40E Village Green, Budd Lake,

NJ 07828. (201)347-0283Donna DiMeo
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CONVENTIONS

The U.S. Coast Guard Academy is sponsoring
its 3rd Annual Regional Juggling Convention at
the Academy on Sunday, 4 March. The convention
wil l start at noon in Rolland Fieldhouse - an indoor

track facility which is perfect for juggling: very
roomy, well lighted, heated, rubber-padded floor,
and a 45' ceiling. Unicyclers can use this and/or
the basketbal l courts in the same building. There

wil l be refreshments and plenty of free parking
available. Contact Jim Strieker or Rich DiGiovan-

na. Box 353, USCGA, New London, CT 06320.

(203) 443-8463, ext. 552 for further information.

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS

WANTED TO BUY: The Art of Modern Juggling, by Anglo; The Art

of Juggling, by William DeLisle; Juggling and Balancing, by
Charles Eldrldge Griffin; How to do Juggling, by John J. Mills.

Contact Mary Wilkins Wisser, 839 Lenz Drive, Anaheim, CA

92805.

ZEN PRODUCTS ICOSUHEDRON JUGGLING BALLS: Very
round cloth balls stuffed with birdseed. Great for beginners and

for doing fancy tricks (they do not roll away). Non-destructive.
Hand washable. Cotton print and red cotton balls  - 3/85, 5/88.
Velveteen balls - red, black, blue, gold, green, purple, brown, or

any combination of the above - 3/87, with nylon carrv’lng bag. 82
each. Please specify color and type and add 81.50 (postage, tax,

and handling) for the first set and 81.00 for each additional set.

Make check or money order payable to Ann Worth, Zen Products,

1715 Waller St., San Francisco, CA 94117

MIT CONVENTION

Following the success of their November 4, 1978,
convention, the MIT Juggling Club has finalized

plans for another mini-convention. It will be held
on Saturday, April 7, 1979, from noon to 10 p.m.,
in the Sola de Puerto Rico, on the second floor of
the MIT Student Center. The Center is located

across the street from the main entrance of MIT at

77 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge, MA. Everyone
is welcome. For further information. Call Dave

LeDoux at (617) 253-7322.

FOR S.VLE: Souvenir buttons from the 31st annual IJA Conven

tion, Eugene, Oregon, July, 1978. JJA symbol in center. Send

81.00 cash, check, or money order per button; and  a stamped,

self-addressed envelope to Ron Reff (Butterfingers), Box 7195,

San Diego, CA 92107

GEMINI JUGGLERS PROPS: Available for immediate delivery.
Clubs: European, one piece molded polyethylene, long-handled,
191/2 inches. Plain - 85 each. With rubber tips, 86 each.

Decorated. 810 each (gold, silver, copper, red, black). Devil sticks

88 inches long, rubber tips, 18 inch handsticks.8l2 each.

Lacrosse Balls - orange or white. 81.25 each. Add 10 percent of

der for shipping and handling. Please make checks payable to

Rob Leith. Gemini Jugglers, 15 Pier Lane, Roseland, NJ 07068

(201) 347-0870

- 84 or
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EUROPEAN CONVENTION

The 2nd European IJA Convention, which is to be
cal led the Paul Cinqueval.i Meeting for Jugglers,
wil l be held in the RIO Youth Club, St. Mary's
Lane, Newport-on-Tay, Fife, Scotland, on the 14th,
15th, and 16th of April, 1979. Al l persons in
terested in the Art of Juggling are invited. For
details please contact Lindsay Leslie, 7 Craighead
Road, Newport-on-Tay, Fife, DD6 8ea, Scotland. NOIES

CALENDAR Correction

All convention photos in the October/November
Newsletter were provided by Roger Dollarhide. The
photos of Francis Brunn were provided by Karl-
Heinz Ziethen.

continued

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI: St. Louis Juggling Club
meets every Thursday at 7:30, at Desmet High
School, 233 North Balias. Cal l Dick Vogt (314)
567-3500 or Tom Thale (314) 227-5457. CHANGE OF ADDRESS PROCEDURE, MEMBERSHIP APPLICA

TIONS, BACK ISSUES

SEAHLE, WASHINGTON: Various activities are
held in the Seattle area, including scheduled
events at the Seattle Center. Please call the Jug
glers' Hotl ine at (206) 778-3737 for details.

Mary Wilkins Wisser, IJA Secretary, is the lady to notify if you
have moved, or would like a membership application or an
old newsletter issue (if available). Mary's address is 839

'  Lenz Drive, Anaheim, Ca. 92805.
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